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Abstract

Jeong Yak-Yong'’s Learning of Spiritual Body and
the Reinterpretation of Mencius’s Learning of Mind-heart

Lim Boo-yeon

Lecturer, Seoul National University

This paper aims to illuminate the characteristics of Tasan(4t111)
Jeong Yak-Yong( 1 474, 1762~1836)’s learning of spiritual body(K:
yeongche %) integrating the Mencius( i J")’s learning of mind-
heart(K: simhak %) and the tradition of serving the Lord on High
brightly(K: sosasangje 557 [-i7). First, Tasan, defining the human
nature as the ethical appetite for the good, insisted the intrinsic
relation between human mind-nature and virtuous practice, and
found the essential meaning of the human nature’s goodness in
becoming moral person by satisfying the human nature’s appetite
and growing mind-hearts on the basis of good deeds. Second, he
succeeded the Zhu Xi(%£#%, 130~1200)’s theory on the way mind(K:
dosim :#.) and human mind(K: insim A:), regarding the
dualistic minds’ conflict as the fundamental condition of human
existence, and criticized the Huang Zongxi(#{’5#, 1610~1695)’s
rejecting the mind’s bifurcation on the monistic tradition of Wang
Yangming ( £, 1472~1528)’s mind theory. But Tasan, unlike Zhu

Xi’s perspective, accepted the tradition of serving the Lord on High
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on the Mencius’s learning of mind-heart by equating the way mind
as the manifestation of good nature with the Heaven’s mandate and
stressed the human’s subjective free will. Third, Tasan denied the
ontological unity of human mind-nature and Heaven, and reduced,
on the basis of practicing the way mind, the task of serving Heaven
by preserving the mind and nourishing the nature to illustrating the
human relations(K: myeongryun Wifii) represented by filial piety and
fraternal submission. In conclusion, Tasan’s learning of spiritual body
integrating the Mencius’s learning of mind-heart and the tradition
of serving the Lord on High was penetrated by the actual practice(K:
haengsa 174%) of the way mind, namely illustrating the human

relations.

Key Words | spiritual body, Mencius, learning of mind-heart, serving
the Lord on High brightly, illustrating the human relations, the way

mind, actual practice.
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